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The hour had found the man, and Pherozeshah thought it was
highly un^ast that the great work done by Mr. Crawford for the City
should be allowed to be altogether obscured by the financial irre-
gularities of which he was undoubtedly guilty. It was also a muddled
view of the situation to saddle the Act with the sole responsibility
for the unfortunate position of affairs in which the Municipality had
found itself placed. If passion and prejudice had not perverted the
public mind, he continued, it would have been realized that the fault
lay in nothing so much as in the constitution of the body charged
with the function of enforcing the provisions of the Act. Elected
by Government for life, the Bench of Justices was by the very
conditions of its existence, organized only for inefficiency and
incompetency. It was not their fault, for, as John Bright once
said of the Board of Directors of the East India Company, the
Justices would be expected to act just about as well as any other
equal number of persons elected by the same process, stand-
ing under the same circumstances, and surrounded by the same
difficulties.
The real remedy, Pherozeshah went on to point out, lay in the
introduction of the free representative principle in the constitution
of the municipal body. A careful study of Indian history showed
conclusively that there was no racial or radical incapacity on the
part of Indians for enjoying representative institutions. Village com-
munities existed in India from very ancient times, and within their
own 'sphere they used to exercise wide powers. There was ample
testimony to the competence with which they discharged their
functions. It was, therefore, absurd to suggest that representative
institutions were altogether foreign to the genius of the people of
India. Equally fallacious and contrary to the teachings of History,
was it to say that they were out of place in a system of government
which was paternal in character. From these and other considera-
tions, it was obvious that a measure of local self-government could
safely be established, particularly in Bombay, where her citizens had
given ample proof of their capacity and public spirit. Unless such a
constitutional reform was brought about, it would be idle to ex-
pect any improvement in civic affairs. The changes proposed by
Mr. Forbes and others were against all principle and experience, and